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(INSERT)
L: 	The Lord be with you  
R:	And also with you.
L:	Let us pray.  Almighty God, maker of all, with joy we give thanks for all your goodness. We praise you for the love which has created and sustained us to this day, and for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ who brings us into covenant with you and with all your people of faith. Help us to treasure your gifts and to show our thankfulness by lives wholly given to your service.  

We pray for your church whom you have redeemed by the sacrifice of Jesus. Give it pastors and ministers filled with your spirit, and strength to serve by the guidance of your word. Perfect it in love and in compassion, and establish it in the faith of your saints. God of new beginnings, you are an unchanging God we praise and give you thanks for the Methodist church in the Caribbean and the Americas as we welcome this new connexional year giving us another opportunity to shine for you. Breathe afresh upon us with your Holy Spirit. Unite all your people that one holy church may bear witness to you and your glory.  
We pray that you would move our nation Jamaica toward the justice of your peace. Bless our national and local leaders to serve all people with integrity. Purge from us all hatred and prejudice, and build within us your love, that even in our dealings with the other nations of earth we may be servants of peace, truth and justice.  
Bless our homes with the joy of your presence. Strengthen our covenants of family and of faith, that our children may grow into fullness of faith, that together we may show forth your praise in our world through deeds and words of love and compassion—especially with those who are alone and lonely. 
Let your grace be seen in seed-time and harvest, in labour and business, in our educational institutions, in leisure and rest, in arts and culture of our people. May all who do work find fulfillment of their vocations, and all who are in need of work find the relief of new endeavors.  

Comfort those who sorrow and are in need, sickness or adversity. Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those in mourning, and to all give your peace, for these and all our prayers we bring to you in the name of Jesus our Christ. Amen.   
R:  	Hear our prayers that we may love you with our whole being and willingly share the concerns of our neighbours. Amen.
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