Order of Worship
WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP
Welcome to all who join us in worship. We are happy to be alive on this day
that the Lord has made. It is a day of rejoicing, a day of gladness, a day of
celebration. It is a day when we make music, lifting our hearts and voices in
songs of praise to God.
INTROIT: “Morning Has Broken . . .”

[#500 VIP] - Choristers

HYMN: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (#5 VIP)
1. Joyful, joyful, we adore You,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before
You,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
2. All Your works with joy surround
You,
Earth and heaven reflect Your rays,
Stars and angels sing around You,
Centre of unbroken praise;
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.
4. Mortals, join the mighty
chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Love divine is reigning o’er us,
Binding all within its span.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.

Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933)

PRAYER OF ADORATION, CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
God of glory, we are ever conscious of the love which You have for all
creation. The beauty of nature attests to the careful handiwork of a loving
Creator. We stand amazed when we consider the earth, the heavens,
the sun, moon, stars and planets of the galaxy – all the entities that You
brought into being. Wonderful God, You are worthy of our praise and
adoration.
We feel ashamed, however, that in our daily living we have not honoured
You sufficiently. We take You for granted, acting sometimes as though
You do not exist. Even when we are committed to worshipping and
serving You, we tend to be apologetic for the faith we profess. It is sad
that our witness in life is not such as would convince our contemporaries
about Your existence and interest in the affairs of the world.

Forgive us that we are so cold and indifferent and not on fire for You.
Forgive us for not seizing opportunities presented to us to boldly proclaim
the message of Your Son Jesus Christ. We have been keeping You as
a secret. But we need to let the world know of Your love, of the message
of salvation through Your Son and that the Holy Spirit is available and
willing to be guide and director of our lives.
In seeking Your pardon for our shortcomings, instill in us the desire never
to make these same mistakes again. In accepting Your forgiveness,
because of our honest confession of sins, we pledge to be more alert to
the sounds of Your voice. We are grateful that turning to You in sincerity
and truth will make a difference.
Bless this act of worship. May all who participate through this medium
receive some word of encouragement and assurance to help them cope
during these changing and challenging times. To Your Name, dear God,
be ascribed honour and glory, now and always. Amen.
HYMN:

“This is my Father's world” [#518 VIP]

PRAISE IN WORSHIP:

Bro. Leslie Francis &
Sis. Judy Marie Campbell - Saxthorpe Cong.

MINISTRY OF THE WORD
COLLECT:
Eternal God enable us by your grace to live for you day by day. May
we run the race before us ever looking to Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith, that when he shall come again to judge the
living and the dead we shall be prepared for his coming. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT: Joshua 24: 1 – 3a, 14 – 25 - Sis. Kahlila Bonner
Red Hills Congregation W.S.A. Circuit
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 78: 1 - 7 - Ms. Anoula Barnes
Red Hills Congregation W.S.A. Circuit
Leader:

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears
to the words of my mouth.

Response:

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark
sayings from of old,

Leader:

things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors
have told us.

Response:

We will not hide them from their children; we will tell
to the coming generation the glorious deeds of
the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has
done.

Leader:

He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law
in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to teach to
their children;

Response:

that the next generation might know them, the
children yet unborn, and rise up and tell them to
their children,

Leader:

so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget
the works of God, but keep his commandments.

Gloria Patri…
ALL:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE EPISTLE: 1 Thessalonians 4: 13 - 18 - Bro. Ashleigh Joyce
Red Hills Congregation W.S.A. Circuit
HYMN: “ When the Trumpet of the Lord Shall Sound ” [# 367 VIP)
1. When the trumpet of the Lord shall
Sound and time shall be no more,
And the morning breaks eternal
bright and fair
When the saved of the earth shall
gather over on the other shore,
And the roll is called up yonder
I’ll be there.
When the roll is called up yonder
When the roll is called up yonder
I’ll be there

3. Let us labour for the Master

From the dawn till setting sun.
Let us talk of all his wondrous
love and care;
Then when all of life is over and
our work on earth is done,
And the roll is called up yonder
I’ll be there.
James M. Black (1856 -1938)

2. On that bright and cloudless
morning
When the dead in Christ shall rise
And the glory of his resurrection share
When his chosen ones shall gather
To their home beyond the skies,
And the roll is called up yonder
I’ll be there.

THE GOSPEL: St. Matthew 25: 1 - 13 - Sis. Marsha Gaye Nelson
Red Hills Congregation W.S.A. Circuit

SERMON: “Being Adequately Resourced” - Rev’d Dr. George Mulrain
Superintendent Minister, Providence Circuit

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TITHES & OFFERING
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE OFFERING
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Grant us, dear God, the help of Your Spirit in our prayers for the
betterment of the world in which we live. Today, observed as
Remembrance Day, we recall the wars that claimed the lives of men and
women who fought desperately those whom they considered enemies of
their native lands. We ask that all may today be interested in the struggle
for world freedom, so that men, women and children may live, not as
adversaries, but as sons and daughters of You, the one true God.
We highlight before You the ongoing fight that, as citizens of the one
world, we have against the corona virus. Give special assistance to those
countries still struggling to avoid peaks in infected cases. Protect the
health workers in their various capacities of service as they toil sacrificially
so that we may be safe. Grant wisdom to those involved in the search for
effective methods of combating present and future viruses. Speak to all
Your people, so they may desist from doing those things likely to increase
rather than control the spread of the pandemic.
God of mercy, anoint the political leaders of nations, that they may cope
with the burdens of responsibility they carry even as they seek to create
policies that will specially contribute to the social and economic wellbeing
of Your people. We again plead for You to curb those of evil intent who
perpetrate crime and violence against individuals and communities that in
so doing they frustrate national and international interests.
Today, merciful God, we pray for the people of the United States of
America having just completed elections. Guard and guide them as they
strive to build love and trust among the various sectors of their nation, so
that the future of the people might be promising.
Watch over the leadership of the Church universal. As we worry over
financial concerns being faced by our Methodist District, point us to viable
means to transform a weak, untenable situation into one of strength and
hope. May we, as individuals and as congregations, be more committed
to the ongoing mission to which we are called, namely the building up of
God’s kingdom of love, peace, and justice on earth.

Comfort those who mourn the loss of loved ones, especially under
unexpected circumstances. Help us all, while we live, to be in readiness
for Christ’s second coming.
Finally, in this time of widespread “absence” from church buildings, may
Christian people remain faithful, and determined, with members of their
households, to offer genuine service to You, the one true God. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN: “Who is on the Lord’s Side…” (#325 VIP)
1. Who is on the Lord’s side?
Who will serve the King?
Who will be his helpers
Other lives to bring?
Who will leave the world’s side?
Who will face the foe?
Who is on the Lord’s side?
Who for him will go?
By thy call of mercy,
By thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side;
Saviour, we are thine.

3. Fierce may be the conflict,

2.

4. Chosen to be soldiers
In an alien land,
Chosen, called, and faithful,
For our Caption’s band,
In the service royal
Let us not grow cold;
Let us be right loyal,
Noble, true, and bold.
Master, thou wlit keep us,
By thy grace divine,
Always on the Lord’s side,
Saviour, always thine.
Frances R. Havergal (1836 – 1879)

Jesus, thou hast bought us,
Not with gold or gem,
But with thine own life-blood,
For thy diadem.
With thy blessing filling
Each who comes to thee,
Thou hast made us willing,
Thou hast made us free.
By thy great redemption,
By thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side;
Saviour, we are thine.

Strong may be the foe;
But the King’s own army
None can overthrow.
Round his standard ranging,
Victory is secure;
For his truth unchanging
Makes the triumph sure.
Joyfully enlisting,
By thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side;
Saviour, we are thine.
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A warm welcome to all worshippers

