Order of Worship

INTROIT: “New Every Morning…” [#502 VIP VS 2-3] 							- Saxthorpe Choristers

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: 	We come to worship God, confidently declaring that He is with us.
R:	Loving God, direct us to worship you in spirit and in truth.  
L: 	God of all time and eternity journey with us always.
R:	As we look to you, the author and finisher of our faith.
L: 	Give thanks to the Lord.
R:	For His mercy endures forever.
  
Hymn: “Thine for Ever! God of Love…” [# 302 VIP] 1. Thine for ever! God of love,
Hear us from thy throne above;
Thine for ever may we be,
Here and in eternity.

2. Thine for ever! Lord of life,
Shield us through our earthly strife:
Thou the Life, the Truth, the Way,
Guide us to the realms of day.

3. Thine for ever! O how blest
They who find in thee their rest!
Saviour, Guardian, Heavenly Friend,
O defend us to the end!
Heavenly Friend,
O defend us to the  end!



4. Thine for ever! Shepherd keep
These thy frail and trembling sheep;
Safe alone beneath thy care,
Let us all thy goodness share.

5. Thine for ever! Thou our guide,
All our wants by thee supplied,
All our sins by thee forgiven,
Lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven. Amen.
Mary F. Maude (1819—1913)
Argentine folk song






















OPENING PRAYER:

PRAYER OF ADORATION:		- Sis. Natasha Vassell
L:	Lord God Almighty, you created the universe and all the intricate details in it. We are in awe of the fact that you took time in the beginning to think of us, your children, and as your word says, ‘So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him, male and female created He them.’ So generous God, we know you have given us more than our fair share of your goodness. You have cared for our material and emotional needs. You have forgiven us and welcomed us back when we went astray. You have shown us how to love unconditionally. Generous God, we come to praise and worship your Holy Name acknowledging that you have given us so much to be used to your honour and glory. Today we worship as the great I Am who cares, who guides, who protects and who never fails.  Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
L:	Lord Jesus Christ, as your friends, you have given us various gifts and talents to be used to your honour and your glory. But instead of following your commands we put trust in our own strength and reject your grace.
R:	Have mercy on us, O God, and keep us close to you.
L:	Lord Jesus Christ, you are merciful and forgiving even when we do not deserve it. Forgive us for the times that we have deliberately run away from your tender mercy, loving kindness and caring ways. 
R:	Have mercy on us, O God, and keep us close to you.
L:	Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us for the times when we have been so busy enjoying ourselves, or for the time we have followed our own ideas and pretended that you were not there by our sides. Forgive us for those moments when we have not used the time you have given us to do your will.
R:	Have mercy on us, O God, and keep us close to you.
L:	Lord Jesus Christ, direct us to show love and forgiveness to our brothers and sisters. Teach us how we should live as we travel this pilgrim pathway. Help us to understand that it is in loving others that we can better love you O God. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON:
L:	Just as the prodigal son’s father ran out to welcome and forgive him, in the same way we know you forgive, welcome and love all who seek you out. People of God, receive this assurance. God loves and forgives you in the precious name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
L:	O give thanks to the Lord, who reassures us with the words, ‘Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God.’ Faithful God, we thank you for directing us to take the road that leads to eternal life with you. Thank you for your presence that encourages us to use our time to honour you. We wait with grateful hearts expecting to hear you say to us, ‘Come unto me.’ Continue to use us for your glory at all times and in all places. This we pray. Amen.  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 		- Rev’d Stephen Mullings
(Superintendent Minister, 
   Spanish Town Circuit)

HYMN: “God Make My Life a Little Light …” [# 470 VIP vs 1 & 5]1. God make my life a little light
Within the world to glow;
A little flame that burneth bright,
Wherever I may go.





5. God make my life a little hymn
Of tenderness and praise,
Of faith, that never waxeth dim,
In all his wondrous ways.
Matilda B. Betham-Edwards  
(1836-1919)









MINISTRY OF THE WORD
COLLECT: 
ALL:	Almighty and Eternal God, by whose command we become your messengers, and whose grace enables us to give you the service and time that is acceptable in your sight: make us ever sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, that we may heed your call and make ready and worthy response of our lives to you O God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT: 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 	– Sis. Valerie Hinds

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 24 (VIP- 580)
			Led by: Rev’d Stephen Mullings
L:	1 The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it,
    the world, and those who live in it;
R:	2 for he has founded it on the seas,
    and established it on the rivers.
L:	3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
    And who shall stand in his holy place?
R:	4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,
    who do not lift up their souls to what is false,
    and do not swear deceitfully.
L:	5 They will receive blessing from the LORD,
    and vindication from the God of their salvation.
R:	6 Such is the company of those who seek him,
    who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah
L:	7 Lift up your heads, O gates!
    and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
    that the King of glory may come in.
R:	8 Who is the King of glory?
    The LORD, strong and mighty,
    the LORD, mighty in battle.
L:	9 Lift up your heads, O gates!
    and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
    that the King of glory may come in.
ALL:	10 Who is this King of glory?
    The LORD of hosts,
    he is the King of glory.
NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Peter 1:1-11	- Sis. Marie Miller

HYMN: “A Charge to Keep I Have…” [# 315 VIP]1. A Charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify, 
A never-dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky:

2. To serve the present age, 
My calling to fulfil: 
O may it all my powers engage 
To do my Master's will!


3. Arm me with jealous care, 
As in thy sight to live; 
And O thy servant, Lord, prepare 
A strict account to give!

4. Help me to watch and pray, 
And on thyself rely, 
Assured, if I, my trust betray, 
I shall for ever die.
Charles Wesley (1707—1788) alt.














GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-40	- Pastor, Dr. Wayne Henry 
  (Lay Pastor, Saxthorpe Congregation,
   Western St. Andrew Circuit)

MESSAGE IN SONG: “Stewardship” 	- Saxthorpe Choristers

SERMON	- Pastor, Dr. Wayne Henry
  (Lay Pastor, Saxthorpe Congregation,
   Western St. Andrew Circuit)

HYMN: “Lord in the Strength of Grace…” [# 311 VIP]2. Thy ransomed servant, I 
Restore to thee thine own; 
And, from this moment, live or die 
To serve my God alone.
Charles Wesley (1707—1788) alt.

1. Lord, in the strength of grace,    
With a glad heart and free, 
Myself, my residue of days, 
I consecrate to thee.












PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
L:	God of love, life and time, we praise you for the gifts you have given us. Teach us to use these gifts in a special way, as we reach out to all with reverence and respect. Renew us, O God, as we seek to strengthen and uphold all those whose humanity has been degraded in the exercise of power, greed and selfishness. Lord, in your mercy…
R:	Hear our prayer. 
L:	God our wisdom and inspiration, we praise you for sending your Spirit to lead us in the way of faith. Keep us awake and alert to your presence in the world and in those we meet day by day. Free us, O God, from the assumptions that limit our vision of your wholeness, and make us eager to grow in understanding and in love for you. As we wrestle with the covid-19 pandemic, help us to remain steadfast, immovable always abounding in the work of the Lord. Lord, in your mercy…
R:	Hear our prayer. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ BLESSING OF TITHES & OFFERING. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN: “Forth in Thy name, O Lord I Go …” [# 306 VIP]1. Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, 
My daily labour to pursue, 
Thee, only thee, resolved to know 
In all I think, or speak, or do.

2. The task thy wisdom has assigned 
O let me cheerfully fulfil, 
In all my works thy presence find, 
And prove thy good and perfect will.

3. Thee may I set at my right hand, 
Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 


And labour on at thy command, 
And offer all my works to thee.

4. Give me to bear thy easy yoke, 
And every moment watch and pray, 
And still to things eternal look, 
And hasten to thy glorious day;

5. For thee delightfully employ 
Whate'er thy bounteous grace has given, 
And run my course with even joy, 
And closely walk with thee to heaven.
Charles Wesley (1707—1788)






















BENEDICTION:
ALL:	May God the Father of time and eternity be with us.  May God the Son who feels our pain and knows our tears journey with us. May God the Holy Spirit inspire us and give us renewed hope, For now and always. Amen. 
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DISTRICT THEME:
“Spreading Scriptural Holiness to Reform the Nation…
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“Caring for the Body, Mind and Soul as we 
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SERVICE OF WORD 
& SACRAMENT
OFFICIATING CLERGY:
Preacher: 	Pastor, Dr. Wayne Henry 
(Lay Pastor, Saxthorpe Congregation,
Western St. Andrew Circuit)

Liturgist:  	Rev’d Stephen Mullings
		(Supt. Minister, Spanish Town Circuit)[image: ]
Organist:		Sis. Melrose Davies
Choristers:	Sis. Yvonne Brown
Sis. Lucette Cargill
Sis. Valerie Hinds
Sis. Marie Miller		

District Bishop:  Rev’d Christine Gooden- Benguche
                District Conference Secretary:  Rev’d Dr. Wayneford McFarlane

A warm welcome to all worshippers!
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1.

The Church’s one foundation

Is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She s His new creation
By water and the word;

From heaven He came and sought

her
Tobe His holy bride,

With His own blood He bought her

Andfor herlife He died.

. Elect from every nation,

Yet one o'erall the earth,

Her charter of salvation

One Lord, one faith, onebirth;
One holy name she blesses,
Partakes oneholy food,

And to one hope she praises
With every grace endued.

. Though with a scornful wonder

Men see her sore oppressed
By Schisms rent asunder,
By heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are
keeping,

Their cry goes up: how long?
And soon the night of weeping
Shall be the morn of song.

4. “Midtoil and tribulation,
And tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation
of peace for evermore,
Till with the vision glorious
Herlonging eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious
Shall bethe Church at rest.

5. Yet she on earth has union
With God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won,
0 happy oneand holy!

Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them, the meek and lowly,
Onhigh may dwell in Thee

Samuel J. Stone (1839—1900)




