Order of Worship

INTROIT: 	“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” – verses 1 and 4 1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing: 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, 
and, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal.

4. That Word above all earthly
 powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him Who with us sideth: 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever.
Martin Luther (1483 – 1546)













CALL TO WORSHIP       		
L: 	We are missionaries of God, serving in God’s kingdom!  
R: 	We are all one! Serving God and our fellow servants in the world!
L: 	We are stronger together! Strong as our weakest link!
R: 	We are all one! Serving God and our fellow servants in the world!
L: 	We have come united as one, worshipping God with harmony with all who are around us! 
R: 	We are all one! Worshipping God, with our fellow servants in the world! 
ALL: 	We have come in one accord, to lift and magnify the name of Our Lord who is the orchestrator and provider of our life’s purpose and mission!	
						
[bookmark: _Hlk92532810]OPENING HYMN: “For the Beauty of the Earth...”[# 4 VIP vs. 1, 2 & 5]1. FOR the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies:

Refrain:
Gracious God, to thee we raise
This our sacrifice of praise.


2.    For the beauty of each hour
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and  flower,
Sun and moon and stars of light:

5. For each perfect gift of thine 
To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine,
Flowers of earth and buds of heaven:
   
  Folliott S. Pierpoint (1835—1917) 















PRAYER OF ADORATION: (Written by Rev’d Javed Intiaz)
L: 	Creative God, we join in praise of your name today as we examine the surprising ways, we experience your love and presence in our lives. We are amazed at you that you are the same yesterday, today, and forever. We see your faithfulness throughout our life’s journey and know that there is none like You throughout all the earth and time. As we exalt your name, give us always a heart and mind to be in service to you, O God, the Giver of all gifts. AMEN. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Adapted)
L: 	Let us call to mind the many times we have failed to use our gifts as God desired.
Silent Confession

L: 	Compassionate God, we failed to use the gifts you have given us. Sometimes, we have misused and abused your gifts, not knowing how to use them in a world where homelessness, pain, disease, injustices, and death affect young and old. We have not encouraged the downtrodden or the outcast of our societies. We are not mindful of those living below the poverty line.
R: 	Forgive us for our lack of caring and sharing.
L: 	Compassionate God, we have not known how to use the gifts you have given us. We have failed to share words of wisdom with our young – those words that let them know they have value and worth, those words that help those in prison know that, though they are locked out of our society, they are not locked out of God’s grace and mercy.
R: 	Forgive us for our lack of caring and sharing.
L:  	Forgive us for not using our gifts to bless. God, forgive us for not using the gifts you have given us in the spirit you gave them, to build your kingdom and your people in Jesus’ name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: 	God’s love is continually poured out for us through forgiveness and compassion. In the name of Jesus, we are forgiven.
R:	 Amen. Thanks be to God.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Written by Rev. Javed Intiaz) 
L: 	Gracious God, as forgiven people, we come before You with hearts filled with gratitude for the joy of restoration into your perfect Kingdom. We thank you for the providence, sustenance, strength, guidance, and presence you continually bestow upon us. We thank you for this opportunity to worship and praise you in diverse ways in our separate places. May your name continue to be glorified in all the earth. May we be empowered to use your gifts for all the upliftment of your people in the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

PRAISE TIME             Led by: Rev’d Nicholas Chambers (M.I.T., UTCWI)        
  and Rev. Daniel Dorcin (M.I.T., UTCWI)        

CHILDREN AND YOUTH FOCUS		 – Bro. Victor McSweeney
MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
THE COLLECT 
L: 	God, the giver of life, whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ and make us eager to do your will, that we may share with the whole creation the joys of eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT:    Isaiah 62:1-5             - Rev’d Olyvya O’Connor 
  (M.I.T, UTCWI
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 36:5-10 (VIP # 589)  
Led by: Rev’d Amazan Benito (M.I.T, UTCWI)
L: 	5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
    your faithfulness to the clouds.
R: 	6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
    your judgments are like the great deep;
    you save humans and animals alike, O LORD.
L: 	7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
    All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
R: 	8 They feast on the abundance of your house, and
    you give them drink from the river of your delights.
L: 	9 For with you is the fountain of life;
    in your light we see light.
R: 	10 O continue your steadfast love to those who know you,  and your salvation to the upright of heart!
THE GLORIA

EPISTLE:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11             -  Rev’d Daniel Dorcin 
   (M.I.T, UTCWI)

HYMN: “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire…” [# 148 VIP vs. 1—3]
1. Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,
And lighten with celestial fire;
Thou the anointing Spirit art,
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart:

2. Thy blessèd unction from above
Is comfort, life, and fire of love;
Enable with perpetual light
The dullness of our blinded sight:

3. Anoint and cheer our soilèd face
With the abundance of Thy grace;
Keep far our foes, give peace at home;
Where thou art guide no ill can come. 
John Cosin (1594-1672)















GOSPEL: St. John 2:1-11           - Rev’d Jerand Phills (M.I.T., UTCWI)

SERMON     		-   Rev’d Dr. Karen Durant-McSweeney 
			   Ministerial Tutor, UTCWI

HYMN OF RESPONSE “Through All the Changing Scenes of Life…” 
[# 245 VIP vs. 1, 2, 5 and 6]1. [bookmark: _Hlk20151510]Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,
The praises of my God shall still 
My heart and tongue employ.

2. Of his deliverance I will boast, 
Till all that are distressed 
From my example comfort take,
And charm their griefs to rest.



5. O make but trial of his love;
Experience will decide 
How blest are they, and only they, 
Who in his truth confide.

6. Fear him, ye saints, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you his service your delight,
He’ll make your wants his care.
Nahum Tate (1652-1715) and
Nicholas Brady (1659-1726)













				  	  


ANNOUNCEMENTS, TITHES & OFFERING

Blessing of tithes & Offering

Intercessory Prayers - Led by Rev’d Javed Intiaz (M.I.T., UTCWI.)
L: 	The Lord be with you
R: 	And also with you. 
L: 	Let us pray.
L: 	God of the nations, your star has risen in the night sky guiding us to Christ, your son. The radiance of your Word made flesh fills us with awe and wonder. Keeping our eyes fixed on the glory of Christ, we pause here to lift our earthly concerns and our human needs to you in prayer. Favourably hear us, O God,
[bookmark: _Hlk92535850]R: 	For Your mercy is great.
L: 	In the aftermath of devastating storms, when the earth feels set against us and the climate rebels from our abuse, guide us, Creator, into right relationship with the natural world. Help us heal and restore the earth even as we work to rebuild homes, businesses, churches, and communities after storms. We are grateful for the home earth provides. May we learn to live with her in peace. Favourably hear us, O God,
[bookmark: _Hlk92535756]R: 	For Your mercy is great.
L: 	Redeemer God, as anxiety spreads over the Omicron variant, guide us in wise decision-making, faithful leadership, and responsible action. May the health and safety of our communities, our vulnerable populations and our essential workers be foremost in our thoughts. Restrain our impatience, our impulsive desires to return to business-as-usual before it is safe. Protect us and those we love from the danger of disease. Favourably hear us, O God,
R: 	For Your mercy is great.
L: 	God of Grace, comfort those for whom this new year brings not promise but pain. We grieve with those who have lost loved ones in 2021. We pray for those who can’t find their way to hope. We understand those who don’t want to begin again, who are frustrated by change, who want a clear and certain path forward. Encourage us, God, and walk with us into this new and uncertain landscape. Guide us in your path of peace. Favourably hear us, O God,
R: 	For Your mercy is great.
L: 	United as the Body of Christ we lift these prayers to you, Saviour God. Hear us now we pray in the name of our Saviour and soon coming King, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Closing Hymn: “O Thou Who Camest From Above…” [# 232 VIP]1. Thou who camest from above
The pure celestial fire to impart,
Kindle a flame of sacred love
On the mean altar of my heart!

2. There let it for thy glory burn
With inextinguishable blaze,
And trembling to its source return,
In humble prayer and fervent praise.

3. Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
To work, and speak, and think for thee;
Still let me guard the holy fire,
And still stir up thy gift in me.

4. Ready for all thy perfect will,
My acts of faith and love repeat,
Till death thy endless mercies seal,
And make the sacrifice complete.
Charles Wesley (1707—1788)

















Benediction
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DIVINE WORSHIP 
2nd Lord’s Day after Epiphany
Sunday, January 16, 2022
OFFICIATING CLERGY:
Preacher: 	Rev’d Dr. Karen Durant McSweeney
                             	Ministerial Tutor, United Theological College 
of the West Indies (UTCWI)
Liturgist:  	Rev’d Jerand Phills (Minister-in-Training)
		United Theological College of the West Indies
 (UTCWI)

Organist:	Sis. Marcia Cohen

Accompanist:	Bro. Victor McSweeney

	Choristers:	Members of the Jamaica Methodist Chorale:
Sis. Marcia Cohen
Sis. Barbara Hylton
	Sis. Shirley Richards
Bro. Nigel Haye
Bro. Keith Nelson
Bro. Orville Manning
		
   District Bishop:       Rev’d Christine Gooden Benguche
   District Secretary:  Rev’d Dr. Wayneford McFarlane  
A warm welcome to all worshippers!
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